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I would like 1o thank John V. Keller and Prolessor Jack
Michael the opportunity 1o participate in this special tribuie
1o Professor Fred S, Keller which 1s also the closing event of
this year's ABA Convention. This 1s a4 moment ol greal
sadness Tor all of us who shared the privilege of knowing
Professor Keller. At the same time. 1t 1s also a moment of joy
and inspiration because. 10 remember him. his enchanting
wavs, his gusto for life, 1s to relive him.

I hope vou will forgive my accent and poor command of
the English language. In Portuguese I could talk about Pro-
fessor Keller and dear Dona Frances (or hours and hours.
There are so many things to say. so many memories 1o relish.
somany examples 1o live by, and so many weachings 1o follow,
He was and remains a part of our lives. And a very special
part, I must add. He was., at the same time. a learned scholar,
a devoted teacher and a very dear friend.

Those who had the opportunity to know Professor Keller
will always remember his genuine affection. his warmth, and
his kindness towards people. But we will also remember his
[ne sense of humor, his witticisim and his keen observations.
I1 was remarkable the way he could cast a spell equally well
on small groups of people and on large audiences. His careful
choice of words, his pristine 1deas and his profound under-
standing of other’s people behavior. made him the best of
friends and a most wonderful teacher.

In 1961, when he arrived in Brazil, the University of Sio
Paulo had a fairly long practice of cultural and scientific
interchange with other countries. Its very foundation, in the
thirtues, was the result of a joint effort of philosophers and
scientsts from France, Germany and Italy. Even within this
buckground, Professor Keller's influence upon Psychology
in Brazil was outstanding. The university presented a highly
formalized setting, organized around European ways, but
Professor Keller's elegance of manners opened all doors. At
the same ume, his practical mind and disciplined habits
helped us build a strong tradition of experimental work n
Psychology, hitherto unknown in Brazil.

Just a few davs after his arrival. he had already set up his
office and his laboratory. He had brought books. reprints,
handouts. study-guides and a Grason & Stadler basic unity.
Within one week he started wraining his Brazilian assistants,
who had never before even heard the words behavior
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analvsis. reinforcement. or Skinner box. Within a month he
had siarted classes 1o a group of fifleen students and three
college professors, His classes were in English, with a few
Portuguese phrases sprinkled in (usuallv, the jokes). But he
made absolutely sure that all his handouts and study-guides
were in Portuguese.

Each lecture was followed by a laboratory exercise. Each
and every student had 1o write a lab report that was carefully
graded by Professor Keller, with the aid of his assistants,
This romtine was followed during his entire stay in Brazil,
not only on this first occasion but also in the many others
that were to come. He arrived in his office. everyday of the
week, al eight o'clock in the morning. and staved there all
day long. training his assistants and supervising the students’
progress.

This respectful antnude, which he showed towards his
work and his students, established a pattern that deeply
changed psychology teaching in Brazil. The resulis had a
lasting effect.

In the United States Professor Keller and Dona Frances
kept a police of open doors 1o all Brazilians abroad. Their
American home was always open to Brazilian friends and to
friends of friends. The initial group of students was called,
by him, “the gang”, meaning that we were all part of 11, And,
why not? The Kellers spoke our language. read our novels,
enjoyed our music, learned to prepare our drinks (which they
specially enjoyed). ate our food. and traveled extensively 1n
Brazil 1o give inspirational addresses and to discuss plans
for new courses and laboratories.

It was amazing the ease with which Prolessor Keller made
friends. among the academia. the students, the people on the
streets, the young and the old, alike. With the same easiness
he introduced Behavior Analysis 1o all of us.

In 1963 two professors, of the newly established University
of Brasihia, visited the United States to study how the Experi-
mental Analysis of Behavior was being taught in that country.
Their task was to plan and to establish a new department of
Psychology at Brasilia. With the aid of Professor Keller they
visited several laboratories and psychology centers. The
information they gathered was extensively discussed with Pro-
fessor Keller during several meetings at Englewood. New
Jerscy. Those meetings were always preceded by a very dry
Martini, and followed by the unforgettable dinners Dona
Frances prepared. Thus PSI was born,

PSI was possible because the University of Brasilia
pravided the “gang™ with the necessary conditions. but it
spread throughout the United States. Brazil, Canada. Mexico,
India. United Kingdom. laly. Germany. Venezuela. Peru.
Belgium. Colombia and many other countries, thanks to Pro-
fessor Keller and his dreams. We thank him for that
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