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A combination of searches for the single production of vectorlike top quarks (T) is presented.
These analyses are based on proton-proton collisions at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV recorded in 2015–2018 with the
ATLAS detector at the Large Hadron Collider, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 139 fb−1. The
T decay modes considered in this combination are into a top quark and either a Standard Model Higgs
boson or a Z boson (T → Ht and T → Zt). The individual searches used in the combination are
differentiated by the number of leptons (e, μ) in the final state. The observed data are found to be in good
agreement with the Standard Model background prediction. Interpretations are provided for a range of
masses and couplings of the vectorlike top quark for benchmark models and generalized representations in
terms of 95% confidence level limits. For a benchmark signal prediction of a vectorlike top quark SU(2)
singlet with electroweak coupling, κ, of 0.5, masses below 2.1 TeV are excluded, resulting in the most
restrictive limits to date.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The formulation of electroweak interactions arising from
a spontaneously broken gauge symmetry is a cornerstone of
the Standard Model (SM). Experiments over the past four
decades have confirmed this hypothesis, most notably
through the precision measurements of the LEP and
SLC collider programs [1,2]. A major milestone was
achieved when the ATLAS and CMS Collaborations
reported the discovery [3,4] of a new particle produced
at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider (LHC) possessing
properties consistent with those predicted for the SM
Higgs boson (H). The electroweak symmetry-breaking
mechanism, where a weak-isospin doublet of fundamental
scalar fields obtains a vacuum expectation value, remains
the simplest hypothesis.
Following the discovery of the Higgs boson, the SM still

cannot be considered a complete description of nature. For
example, the theory does not explain the number of fermion
generations and their mass hierarchy and mixing angles,
nor the origin of the matter-antimatter asymmetry in the
universe. It also does not have a viable dark matter particle.
Therefore, the SM is generally regarded as a low-energy
approximation of a more fundamental theory with new

degrees of freedom and symmetries that would become
manifest at higher energy. In fact, the SM violates a concept
of naturalness [5] when extrapolated to energies above the
electroweak scale. When extrapolated to the energy scale of
new physics, a fine-tuning of the theory is required. The
fine-tuning can be mitigated by the introduction of new
interactions that cancel out the quadratic divergences in the
Higgs boson mass. To this effect, several explanations are
proposed in theories beyond the SM (BSM).
Proposed new models typically address the naturalness

problem by postulating a new symmetry. For example,
supersymmetry is a Bose-Fermi symmetry, and the new
states related to the SM bosons and fermions by this
symmetry introduce new interactions that cancel out the
quadratically divergent ones [6–11]. Alternatively, the
symmetry could be a spontaneously broken global sym-
metry of the extended theory, with the Higgs boson
emerging as a pseudo-Nambu-Goldstone boson [12].
Examples of models that implement this idea are little
Higgs [13,14] and composite Higgs [15,16] models. The
new states realizing the enhanced symmetry are generically
strongly coupled resonances of new confining dynamics.
These include vectorlike quarks (VLQs), defined as color-
triplet spin-1=2 fermionswhose left- and right-handed chiral
components have the same transformation properties under
the weak-isospin gauge group. Such quarks could mix with
like-chargeSMquarks [17,18], and themixing of the SM top
quark with a chargeþ2e=3 vectorlike quark (where e is the
electric charge of the electron) could play a role in regulating
the sensitivity to the Higgs boson mass. Hence, VLQs
emerge as a characteristic feature of several nonsupersym-
metric models [19].
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In order for VLQs to mix with the SM quarks [17,18],
some constraints are needed on their allowed quantum
numbers to preserve gauge invariance. Therefore, in order
to generate Yukawa terms in the Lagrangian without
changing the scalar sector, only seven renormalizable
possibilities [20] are allowed, which are summarized in
Table I. The vectorlike T and B have electric chargeþ2e=3
and −1e=3, respectively. VLQs with other electric charges
could also exist, such as the X and Y quarks with þ5e=3
and −4e=3, respectively.
The renormalizable electroweak representations consist

of (T) or (B) SU(2) singlets, ðX; TÞ, ðT; BÞ, or ðB; YÞ
doublets and ðX; T; BÞ or ðT; B; YÞ triplets. In all repre-
sentations, they couple to the SM quarks via an exchange of
charged ðW�Þ or neutral ðZ;HÞ bosons. The simplified
Lagrangian [21] below summarizes the interaction of the
VLQ and SM quarks

L¼
X
Q;q;ζ

�
gwffiffiffi
2

p κQq
ζ Q̄WPζqþ

gw
2cW

κ̃Qq
ζ Q̄ZPζqþ κ̂Qq

ζ HQ̄Pζq

�

þH:c:; ð1Þ

where Q represents a VLQ, ζ represents the chirality with
Pζ being the corresponding projection operator, q repre-
sents a SM quark of up or down type, and the electroweak
couplings κQq

ζ ; κ̃Qq
ζ , and κ̂Qq

ζ determine the coupling
strengths between Q and q when mediated by the W, Z,
and H bosons, respectively. The mass hierarchy of the SM
quarks suggests that VLQs interact predominantly with the
third-generation SM quarks [22,23]. Hence, VLQ inter-
actions with lighter generations are set to zero in the
simplified representation of Eq. (1). Furthermore, this
formulation assumes there are no additional mediators
other than the W, Z, and H bosons [24].
In proton-proton (pp) collisions, VLQs can be produced

singly via the electroweak interaction (as illustrated by the
leading-order (LO) Feynman diagram in Fig. 1) or in pairs
via the strong interaction. While the cross section for pair
production is generally given by quantum chromodynam-
ics, the single-production cross section explicitly depends
on the coupling of the VLQs to SM electroweak bosons.
Search strategies for VLQs were outlined previously
[23,25–28]. Results of searches for chiral fourth-generation
quarks apply, though interpreting the exclusions was

difficult when the quarks were assumed to decay entirely
via the charged-current process. When VLQs are added to
the SM, flavor-changing tree-level neutral-current decays
of such new heavy quarks appear [29], while they are not
present for SM quarks at tree level and are also highly
suppressed at loop level by the Glashow-Iliopoulos-Maiani
(GIM) mechanism [30]. Following Ref. [31], the relative
couplings of VLQs to W, Z and H bosons are given in
terms of the parameters ξW , ξZ and ξH, respectively. In the
asymptotic limit of large VLQ mass, the ξ parameters
correspond to the branching ratios of the T quark decay to
W, Z and H bosons. The asymptotic limit holds to good
approximation for VLQ masses above 1 TeV. In the T
SU(2) singlet representation, ξW ¼ 0.5 and ξZ¼ξH¼0.25.
If the T quarks are part of an ðX; TÞ or ðT; BÞ SU(2) doublet
then ξW ¼ 0.0, and ξZ ¼ ξH ¼ 0.5.
Vectorlike T and B quarks were searched for both at

ATLAS and CMS in Run 1, and more recently with the Run
2 data. The Run 2 searches focused on VLQ pair produc-
tion [32–47], typically setting limits on narrow-width
resonances, and recently also on VLQ single production
[33,35,48–60]. Searches for VLQ are summarized by the
ATLAS and CMS Collaborations in Refs. [61,62]. The
most stringent limits on T- and B-quark masses come from
the latest ATLAS and CMS searches. The excluded masses
for VLQs depend on the branching ratio. In the case of
SU(2) doublet representations ðT; BÞ where both VLQs are
considered and assumed to be mass degenerate, T quark
masses below 1.6 TeV [47] are excluded at 95% confidence

TABLE I. Possible VLQ multiplets allowed to mix with the SM quarks.

VLQ (T) (B)
�

T
B

� �
X
T

� �
B
Y

� 0
@X

T
B

1
A

0
@ T

B
Y

1
A

Isospin 0 0 1=2 1=2 1=2 1 1
Hypercharge þ2=3 −1=3 þ1=6 þ7=6 −5=6 þ2=3 −1=3

FIG. 1. Illustrative leading-order Feynman diagram of single
vectorlike T production in association with a t or b quark and
subsequent decay into either Ht or Zt.
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level (CL). When no assumption is made on the branching
ratio or mass degeneracy, then T quarks with masses below
1.5 TeV [45] are excluded. In the case of SU(2) singlet
representations masses below 1.5 TeV [45] are excluded.
The pair production limits assume a narrow-width reso-
nance, an assumption not made for single production. In
single production, for which the interpretation of results is
more challenging due to the additional coupling factor,
analyses have set limits in the coupling/mixing-angle-vs.-
mass plane, reaching up to nearly 2 TeV [56] for large
coupling and mixing angles.
This paper describes a combination of three analyses,

differentiated by the number of light leptons (e, μ) in the
final state. The search regions for each analysis, including
the control regions, are designed to be orthogonal as they
target different decay channels. This is achieved by
requiring exactly zero leptons (electrons or muons) in
the “Monotop” analysis [48], exactly one lepton in the “HtZt”
analysis [63], and two or more leptons in the “Osml”
(opposite-sign multilepton) analysis [56]. All searches use
the full Run 2 ATLAS dataset collected with the ATLAS
detector during 2015–2018, corresponding to 139 fb−1 of
pp collisions at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV. The searches are com-
bined taking into account correlations in the background
modeling and systematic uncertainties. In the absence of a
significant excess above the SM expectation, the results
are used to set upper limits on the single production of T
quarks for several scenarios of the mass, the universal
coupling strength κ, and the relative couplings toW, Z and
Higgs bosons. This is the first combination of searches for
single T production by the ATLAS Collaboration and the
results provide the most restrictive bounds to date.

II. ATLAS DETECTOR

The ATLAS experiment [64] at the LHC is a multipur-
pose particle detector with a forward-backward symmetric
cylindrical geometry and a near 4π coverage in solid angle.1

It consists of an inner tracking detector surrounded by a
thin superconducting solenoid providing a 2 T axial
magnetic field, electromagnetic and hadronic calorimeters,
and a muon spectrometer. The inner tracking detector
covers the pseudorapidity range jηj < 2.5. It consists of
silicon pixel, silicon microstrip, and transition radiation
tracking detectors. Lead/liquid-argon (LAr) sampling

calorimeters provide electromagnetic (EM) energy mea-
surements with high granularity within the region jηj < 3.2.
A steel/scintillator-tile hadronic calorimeter covers the
central pseudorapidity range (jηj < 1.7). The end cap
and forward regions are instrumented with LAr calorim-
eters for EM and hadronic energy measurements up to
jηj ¼ 4.9. The muon spectrometer surrounds the calorim-
eters and is based on three large superconducting air-core
toroidal magnets with eight coils each. The field integral
of the toroids ranges between 2.0 and 6.0 T m across
most of the detector. The muon spectrometer includes a
system of precision tracking chambers up to jηj ¼ 2.7 and
fast detectors for triggering up to jηj ¼ 2.4. The luminosity
is measured mainly by the LUCID–2 [65] detector, which is
located close to the beampipe. A two-level trigger system is
used to select events [66]. The first-level trigger is imple-
mented in hardware and uses a subset of the detector
information to accept events at a rate below 100 kHz. This
is followed by a software-based trigger that reduces the
accepted event rate to 1 kHz on average depending on the
data-taking conditions. A software suite [67] is used in data
simulation, in the reconstruction and analysis of real and
simulated data, in detector operations, and in the trigger and
data acquisition systems of the experiment.

III. DATA AND SIMULATED EVENT SAMPLES

This combination uses pp collision data collected with
the ATLAS detector during the 2015–2018 data taking
period, at a collision energy of

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV, correspond-
ing to an integrated luminosity of 139 fb−1 [65,68]. Only
events recorded with a single-electron trigger, a single-
muon trigger or a Emiss

T trigger [69–71] under stable beam
conditions, and for which all relevant detector subsystems
were operational [72], are used in these analyses. The
trigger requirements of the individual analyses can be
found in the respective publications [48,56,63].
Monte Carlo (MC) simulated events are used to evaluate

background contamination and modeling, signal accep-
tance, optimization of the event selection, and evaluation of
systematic uncertainties. They are centrally produced with
the well-established ATLAS event generation procedure
[73]. For all samples, a full simulation of the ATLAS
detector was performed using Geant4 [74]. A faster simu-
lation, where the full Geant4 simulation of the calorimeter
response is replaced by a detailed parametrization of the
shower shapes [75], was adopted for some of the samples
used to estimate systematic uncertainties.
The effect of multiple interactions in the same and

neighboring bunch crossings (pile-up) was modeled by
overlaying simulated hard-scattering events with inelastic
pp events generated with PYTHIA8 (v8.186) [76] using the
NNPDF2.3LO parton distribution function (PDF) set [77] and
the A3 set of tuned parameters (tune) [78]. The MC events
were weighted to reproduce the distribution of the average

1ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its
origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in the center of
the detector and the z-axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis
points from the IP to the center of the LHC ring, and the y-axis
points upwards. Polar coordinates ðr;ϕÞ are used in the trans-
verse plane, ϕ being the azimuthal angle around the z-axis. The
pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle θ as η ¼
− ln tanðθ=2Þ and is equal to the rapidity y ¼ 1

2
lnðEþpzc

E−pzc
Þ in the

relativistic limit. Angular distance is measured in units of
ΔR≡ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

ðΔyÞ2 þ ðΔϕÞ2
p

.
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number of interactions per bunch crossing (hμi) observed in
the data.
Table II summarizes the setups used in the simulated SM

background samples. Except for the samples generated
with Sherpa [79], all samples are interfaced with PYTHIA 8.2

[80] for the modeling of the parton shower (PS), hadro-
nization and underlying event (UE) using the NNPDF2.3LO

PDF set [81] and the A14 tune [82]. Alternative samples
to study the impact of systematic uncertainties due to
the PS and hadronization model are instead interfaced with
Herwig 7 [83,84] using the MMHT2014LO PDF set [85] and the
H7UE tune [83]. Additional details and other uncertainties
in background modeling are given in the respective
Refs. [48,56,63]. The EvtGen 1.6.0 [86] program was used
to model b- and c-hadron decays for all samples showered
using PYTHIA 8.2 or Herwig 7, with the exception of the tt̄V
(V ¼ W, Z) samples, where EvtGen 1.2.0 is used instead.
Samples modeling the single production of T quarks

were generated using the MadGraph5_aMC@NLO program [88]
at LO in quantum chromodynamics (QCD) for matrix
elements (ME) with the “VLQ” universal FeynRules output
(UFO) model [97] implementing the Buchkremer model
introduced in Ref. [98] and Eq. (1). The generated events
were interfaced with 8.2 using the NNPDF2.3LO PDF set and
the A14 tune. This model uses the 4-flavor scheme and all
tree-level processes are included. The VLQs are assumed to
couple exclusively to SM quarks of the third generation and
SM bosons. In these analyses the pair production of VLQs
is not considered.
Separate samples were produced for the Tð→ HtÞqb,

Tð→ ZtÞqb, Tð→ HtÞqt, and Tð→ ZtÞqt processes.
Samples were generated with a 200 GeV spacing for Tð→
HtÞqb and Tð→ ZtÞqb processes, and ME-based weights
were used to reweight the samples to intermediate mass
points to create 100 GeV intervals in the mass grid. Since
the relative variations in the resonance lineshape of Tð→
HtÞqt and Tð→ ZtÞqt samples are larger as a function of

the T quark mass, the reweighting requires additional mass
points for the precision desired, and samples for these
processes were generated with 100 GeV mass spacing.
For similar reasons, the universal coupling between the T

quark and the gauge boson, κ, was set to a value of 1.0 for
the Tð→ HtÞqb and Tð→ ZtÞqb samples, and reweighted
to other values of κ down to a value of 0.1, while this
reweighting for the Tð→ HtÞqt and Tð→ ZtÞqt samples is
only valid within much narrower ranges of κ. Thus, for the
latter two processes, samples were produced at κ values of
0.2, 0.4, 0.7 and 1.0, and used to reweight to neighboring
coupling values.
Benchmark samples with specific values of the

relative coupling parameters ξ⃗ (where ξ⃗ ¼ ðξW; ξZ; ξHÞ ¼
ð0.50; 0.25; 0.25Þ for SU(2) singlets in the high-mass
asymptotic limit)2 were constructed by combining the
samples for individual production and decay modes by
their appropriate relative proportions. The samples were
normalized by multiplying the LO cross section times
branching ratio for given assumed couplings by a correction
factor to account for finite width effects [31,99], and by
next-to-leading-order (NLO) k-factors computed in the
narrow-width approximation [100]. A change in the
dynamic scale in MadGraph5 at the T width-over-mass
threshold ΓT=mT ¼ 0.1, leads to a discontinuity in the
computed cross section [99]. As a result, two different
parameterizations of the cross section are available:
σlowðΓT=mTÞ for the ΓT=mT < 0.1 regime, and
σhighðΓT=mTÞ for ΓT=mT > 0.1. An averaging procedure
is used to obtain a smooth cross section σðΓ=MÞ across the

TABLE II. Overview of the nominal simulated background samples, including information about the matrix element (ME) generator
and parton distribution function (PDF) set, parton shower (PS), set of tuned parameters (Tune), and higher-order cross section used for
normalization. For single top the t- and s-channel production cross sections are calculated at next-to-NLO (NNLO) in QCD, while the
Wt production cross section is calculated at NLO and includes third-order corrections of soft-gluon emissions by resuming next-to-next-
to-leading logarithm (NNLL) terms.

Process ME event generator ME PDF
PS and

hadronization Tune Cross-section calculation

W=Z þ jets Sherpa 2.2.1 [79] NNPDF3.3NNLO [81] Sherpa [79] Default NNLO [87]
tt̄W=Z MadGraph5_aMC@NLO 2.3.3 [88] NNPDF3.3NLO [81] PYTHIA 8.2 [80] A14 NLO
tZ MadGraph5_aMC@NLO 2.3.3 [88] NNPDF2.3LO [77] PYTHIA 8.2 [80] A14 NLO
tWZ MadGraph5_aMC@NLO 2.3.3 [88] NNPDF2.3LO [77] PYTHIA 8.2 [80] A14 NLO
tt̄ POWHEG-BOX [89] NNPDF2.3LO [77] PYTHIA 8.2 [80] A14 NNLO+NNLL [90,91]
Single top POWHEG-BOX [89] NNPDF2.3LO [77] PYTHIA 8.2 [80] A14 NNLO/NLO+NNLL [92–96]
Multiboson Sherpa 2.2.1–2.2.2 [79] NNPDF3.0NNLO [81] Sherpa Default NLO

2The parameterization of VLQ Lagrangian in terms of the κ
and ξ⃗ parameters was introduced in Ref. [31] and is used for the
interpretation presented. The conversion to the coupling con-
vention in Eq. (1) is obtained through a one-to-one mapping of
the tree-level couplings in the Lagrangian. The ξW , ξZ, ξH
parameters satisfy the constraint ξW þ ξZ þ ξH ¼ 1 and represent
the branching ratios of T decaying into Wb, Zt, and Ht in the
narrow-width approximation.
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mass and coupling grid:

σðΓT=mTÞ ¼
(
σlowðΓT=mTÞ þ 1

2
½σhighð0.1Þ − σlowð0.1Þ�; if ΓT=mT < 0.1

σhighðΓT=mTÞ − 1
2
½σhighð0.1Þ − σlowð0.1Þ�; if ΓT=mT ≥ 0.1:

An additional uncertainty of 1
2
½σhighð0.1Þ − σlowð0.1Þ� is

assigned on the cross section at every point to account for
this choice.

IV. DESCRIPTION OF INPUT ANALYSES

The analyses search for the production of charged
þ2e=3 vectorlike T quarks that decay into a H boson
and a top quark (T → Ht) or a Z boson and a top quark
(T → Zt). The targeted vectorlike T production topology is
displayed in Fig. 1. Four production and decay modes are
possible: Wb → T → Ht, Wb → T → Zt, Zt → T → Ht,
and Zt → T → Zt. The final state is characterized by the
presence of multiple (b-tagged) jets due to the SM quarks
and bosons produced, along with the recoiling initial-state
quark which typically manifests as a forward jet. Due to the
difference between the masses of the top and bottom
quarks, b-associated (or W-mediated) T production is
kinematically favored over t-associated (or Z-mediated)
production. However, in certain gauge representations,
such as with a ðT; BÞ or an ðX; TÞ SU(2) doublet, the
coupling to W bosons vanishes, and the t-associated mode
is the only allowed production channel.
Full descriptions of the event selection for the different

analyses are available in Refs. [48,56,63]. A summary of
the target signals, decay channels and discriminants of
each analysis is given in Table III. Common features
include the requirement of significant energy (or missing
transverse momentum) observed in the detector as leptons
(electrons or muons) and jets. Jets are reconstructed by
applying the anti-kt algorithm [101,102] to topological
calorimeter-energy clusters and charged-particle tracks
processed with a particle-flow algorithm [103] with fixed
radius parameters of R ¼ 0.4 (small-radius jets) and
R ¼ 1.0 (large-radius jets), and with a variable-radius
parameter [104] optimized for top-quark tagging. Small-
radius jets may be central (jηj < 2.5) or forward
(2.5 < jηj < 4.5). Central jets may be b-tagged, while
forward jets are a distinctive signature of singly produced
T quarks, where the jet scatters off of a vector boson from

one of the incoming partons. By design, these analyses
have orthogonal selections. This is achieved by requiring
exactly zero leptons in the Monotop analysis, exactly one
lepton in the HtZt analysis, and two or more leptons in the
Osml analysis. As a result, there are no overlapping events
in the signal regions.
The Monotop analysis [48] focuses on events with a

reconstructed boosted hadronically-decaying top quark
produced in association with large missing transverse
momentum and a forward jet. The output score of a
boosted decision tree (BDT) algorithm is used in the
definition of the signal, control and validation regions,
and is the discriminating variable in the signal regions.
The HtZt search [63] analyzes data with final states

containing a single lepton with multiple jets including
b-jets and a forward jet. The presence of boosted heavy
resonances in the event is exploited to discriminate the
signal from the SM background. Due to the strong signal
discrimination power, the “effective mass,” meff , defined as
the scalar sum of the transverse momentum (pT) of all
central small-radius jets and leptons in the event and the
missing transverse energy, Emiss

T , is chosen as the observ-
able. The analysis is split into five signal regions based on
jet multiplicity to further enhance the sensitivity.
The final state of the Osml analysis [56] is characterized

by the presence of a pair of electrons or muons with
opposite-sign charges that forms a reconstructed Z boson
candidate, and by the presence of b-tagged jets and a
forward jet. Events with exactly two or at least three leptons
are categorized into two independently optimized analysis
channels. The transverse momentum of the Z boson is
chosen as the observable due to its discriminating power.

V. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMATIC
UNCERTAINTIES

For each benchmark scenario considered in this search,
the distributions of the discriminating variables of each
analysis across their respective search regions are jointly

TABLE III. Summary of the target signal and decay channels for the three analyses included in the combination and the discriminating
variables used.

Analysis Target signal Decay channels Discriminants

Monotop Wb=Zt → T → Zt Zt → ννbqq (0l) BDT score
HtZt Wb=Zt → T → Ht=Zt Ht=Zt → bbblν=qqblν (1l) meff

Osml Wb=Zt → T → Zt Zt → llblν (3l), Zt → llbqq (2l) Z boson pT
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analyzed to test for the presence of signal. A combined
likelihood function is constructed as a product of Poisson
probability terms over all bins considered in each analysis.
Systematic uncertainties are implemented as nuisance
parameters with constraints described by Gaussian
distributions.
The three analyses take different approaches to model

their respective backgrounds with different associated sys-
tematic uncertainties. Although they explore significantly
different phase spaces, tt̄ (and tt̄V), Z þ jets and diboson
production dominate the background in the signal regions.
Each analysis applies a different background treatment, and
as the specific background contributions vary, the normali-
zation factors are also determined independently. As a result,
uncertainties in the theoretical modeling and normalization
of the background processes in each of the analyses are
assumed to be uncorrelated as each analysis probes a
significantly different region of phase space.
Detector-related uncertainties are applied, including

those pertaining to the lepton measurement and identifi-
cation, missing transverse momentum measurement, and
jet-related quantities. These uncertainties are applied to
both signal and background samples and are correlated
where similar selection criteria are used (see Table IV).
Furthermore, each of the analyses employs b-tagging to
enhance the signal separation. In the Monotop and Osml

analyses, the b-tagging implementation is identical and

the associated systematic uncertainties are correlated. The
HtZt analysis uses track-based jets instead of calorimeter-
based jets and therefore the systematic uncertainties are left
uncorrelated between this channel and the other two. In
practice the choice of decorrelating this channel is observed
to have no impact on the result.
Similar to the b-tagging uncertainties, jet-related sys-

tematic uncertainties are considered to be correlated only
between analyses that use the same jet definition. There are
three exceptions. First, the jet energy resolution (JER)
uncertainty is decorrelated between the Monotop analysis
and the others, as the former uses a more detailed
scheme for this uncertainty, which was not necessary for
the other analyses. Decorrelating results in a larger, more
conservative uncertainty but has no impact on the combi-
nation result. Although this is a conservative choice, in
practice it is observed to have no impact on the result due to
the insensitivity of the analyses to these jet uncertainties.
Second, the jet energy scale (JES) uncertainties for small-
radius jets and large-radius jets are partially correlated. This
is implemented via a set of nuisance parameters, a subset of
which are common to both types of jets, while other
nuisance parameters in the set apply only to one of the
two types of jets. Third, the jet mass resolution (JMR)
uncertainties are uncorrelated between the HtZt and Monotop

analyses (and are not present in the Osml analysis). The
Monotop analysis uses JMR uncertainties related to

TABLE IV. Summary of systematic uncertainties and normalization factors included in the combined likelihood fit. A ✓ indicates the
uncertainty is included in a specific channel. The normalizations of the largest backgrounds in the HtZt analysis are constrained with
nuisance parameters subject to Gaussian constraints.

Category Monotop HtZt Osml Correlating

Lepton and Emiss
T uncertainties

Electron uncertainties ✓ ✓ All
Muon uncertainties ✓ ✓ All
Emiss
T uncertainties ✓ ✓ ✓ All

Jet uncertainties
JES uncertainties ✓ ✓ ✓ All
JER uncertainties ✓ ✓ ✓ HtZt and Osml

JMS uncertainties ✓ None
JMR uncertainties ✓ ✓ None

Tagging uncertainties
Flavor-tagging uncertainties ✓ ✓ ✓ Monotop and Osml

Top-tagging uncertainties ✓ None
W=Z-tagging uncertainties ✓ None
Background modeling uncertainties (constrained) ✓ ✓ ✓ None

Background normalization factors (unconstrained)
tt̄ normalization ✓ None
V þ jets normalization ✓ None
Z þ light-jets normalization ✓ None
Z þ heavy-flavor normalization ✓ None
tt̄V normalization ✓ None
VV normalization ✓ None
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large-radius jets, while the HtZt analysis uses JMR uncer-
tainties related to small-radius jets.
Detector uncertainties affecting the signal acceptance

are considered when setting exclusion limits, but uncer-
tainties affecting the production cross section or signal
shape are not. However, the uncertainty in the theoretical
signal cross section prediction (Sec. III) is shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.
Uncertainties due to the limited size of the simulated

samples are taken into account with dedicated parameters

in the fit that are independent across the bins. These
parameters are included with Poisson constraints. Finally,
a set of unconstrained parameters are included to control
the normalization of certain background processes in each
analysis. Table IV summarizes the systematic uncertainty
model used in the fit.
The likelihood function depends on the signal-strength

parameter μ, which multiplies the predicted production
cross section for signal, and θ, the set of nuisance
parameters that encode the effect of systematic

(a) (b)

FIG. 3. Observed (solid line) and expected (dashed line) 95% CL upper limits on the total cross section σðpp → T → Ht=ZtÞ as a
function of T mass in the SU(2) doublet representation assuming (a) κ ¼ 0.3 and (b) κ ¼ 0.5. The surrounding shaded bands correspond
to 1 and 2 standard deviations around the expected limit. A vertical dashed line is drawn to indicate the lower edge of the region with
ΓT=mT > 50% for which the theoretical calculations are no longer valid. The expected limits for HtZt and Osml analyses are shown; the
Monotop analysis is not shown due to substantially less sensitivity in this scenario. However, the Monotop analysis is included in the
combined limit calculation. The HtZt analysis is only included in the limit calculation for mT < 2.1 TeV. The red line shows the NLO
theoretical cross section prediction, with the surrounding shaded band representing the corresponding uncertainty.

(a) (b)

FIG. 2. Observed (solid line) and expected (dashed line) 95% CL upper limits on the total cross section σðpp → T → Ht=ZtÞ as a
function of T mass in the SU(2) singlet representation assuming (a) κ ¼ 0.3 and (b) κ ¼ 0.5. The surrounding shaded bands correspond
to 1 and 2 standard deviations around the expected limit. A vertical dashed line is drawn to indicate the lower edge of the region with
ΓT=mT > 50% for which the theoretical calculations are no longer valid. The expected limits for the individual analyses are shown. The
HtZt analysis is only included in the limit calculation formT < 2.1 TeV. The red line shows the NLO theoretical cross section prediction,
with the surrounding shaded band representing the corresponding uncertainty.
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uncertainties in the signal and background expectations.
Therefore, the expected total number of events in a given
bin depends on μ and θ.
The test statistic qμ is defined as the profile likelihood

ratio: qμ ¼ −2 lnðLðμ; ˆ̂θμÞ=Lðμ̂; θ̂ÞÞ. Here, μ̂ and θ̂ are the
values of the parameters μ and θ that simultaneously
maximize the likelihood function Lðμ; θÞ (subject to the

constraint 0 ≤ μ̂ ≤ μ), whereas ˆ̂θμ are the values of the
nuisance parameters that maximize the likelihood function
for a given value of μ. The statistic used for the discovery
test, to compute the compatibility of the observed data with
the background-only hypothesis, is obtained by setting
μ ¼ 0 in the profile likelihood ratio and leaving μ̂ uncon-

strained: q0 ¼ −2 lnðLð0; ˆ̂θ0Þ=Lðμ̂; θ̂ÞÞ. The p-value of the
discovery test is given by the integral of the probability
distribution of q0 above the observed q0 value when
assuming the background-only hypothesis, and it is com-
puted using the asymptotic approximation detailed in
Ref. [105]. For each signal scenario considered, the upper
limit on the signal production cross section is computed
using qμ in the CLs method [106,107], also in the
asymptotic approximation. For a given signal scenario,
values of the production cross section (parametrized by μ)
yielding CLs < 0.05 are excluded at ≥ 95% CL. The
combination is performed with RooStats [108] with statistical
models implemented using RooFit [109] and HistFactory [110].

VI. RESULTS

No significant excess above the SM expectations is
observed in any of the analysis channels considered for the
combination. A signal search is performed using the
combined analyses and no significant excess is found.
Scanning across the mT and κ parameters, the most
significant local p0-value of 0.14 (0.10) for the SU(2)
singlet (doublet) interpretation is found for the signal point
mT ¼ 2.1 TeV and κ ¼ 0.1. Good agreement with SM
predictions is also found in the combined background-only
fit to data. Therefore, upper limits on the cross section are
set at 95% CL as a function of mT and κ. The limits are
calculated for the sum of the production cross sections
times branching ratio of the four production and decay
modes considered and denoted as σðpp → T → Zt=HtÞ. In
contrast, the Osml and Monotop analyses were not designed to
be sensitive to the T → Ht decay mode, and thus the
corresponding publications reported upper limits on a
subset of the processes (T → Zt).
By comparing the obtained cross-section limits with the

theoretical cross section, limits are derived onmT and κ. As
the signal efficiencies for the considered signal modes are
generally different, limits are independently determined for
combinations of mT, κ, and branching ratios. Motivated by
the Goldstone equivalence theorem [111], which states that
the branching ratios of T quark decaying into Zt and Ht

become similar in the large-mT limit under the narrow-
width approximation, ξZ ¼ ξH is required.
The expected and observed limits on the T → Ht=Zt

cross section from the combination are presented for
several illustrative benchmark points for the SU(2) singlet
(with a branching ratio T → Wb of 0.5) and doublet (with a
branching ratio T → Wb of 0.0) representations. Figure 2
(Fig. 3) shows the limits on the total cross section of the
sum of the production and decay processes for the SU(2)
singlet (doublet) representation assuming κ ¼ 0.3, 0.5.
Following Ref. [112], this interpretation is only used

where ΓT=mT is smaller than 50%, the region in which the
correction factors for the finite-width approximation and
the non-resonant contributions [31,99] are also valid. In
Figs. 2(b) and 3(b) a vertical dashed line is drawn to
indicate the lower edge of the region with ΓT=mT > 50%.
Such lower edge extends to lower mass values as the κ
value increases. As a result, the highest mass for which the
limit is shown decreases as the value of κ increases.
Results from the individual channels are overlaid on the

combined results for comparison. The statistical combina-
tion improves the limits over the individual results for all
masses and couplings. Existing limits from searches for
VLQ pair production exclude T masses less than 1.5 TeV,
with the assumption of narrow-width resonances. These
analyses do not consider pair production signals. For the
SU(2) doublet representation, the combination also
includes the Monotop analysis, although its contribution is
negligible. For this reason, Fig. 3 shows the limits from the
Osml and HtZt analyses only. In both Figs. 2 and 3 the HtZt

analysis is included in the combination for mT < 2.1 TeV,
for consistency with the existing analysis.
The complementarity of the different analysis channels is

also evident in Figs. 2 and 3. For example, the Osml analysis
is most sensitive at low masses, while the sensitivity of the
HtZt analysis can be seen to improve at higher masses. This
is especially true in the SU(2) doublet representation, as the
HtZt analysis includes signal regions that are specifically
designed to target Z-mediated production processes. The
experimental sensitivity of the individual channels and the
combination depends on both the mass and width of the T
quark. In the Osml analysis, the mass dependence is clear,
with the limit degrading above 2.1 TeV. This is due to the
choice of binning of the discriminant (the reconstructed Z
boson pT), which was optimized to search for T quarks
with masses less than 2.0 TeV. On the other hand, all three
analyses use discriminants that are relatively agnostic to the
resonance width (e.g., themeff variable for the HtZt analysis,
and the reconstructed Z boson pT in the Osml analysis).
Thus, the excluded cross section does not strongly depend
on ΓT=mT for the κ values shown in Figs. 2 and 3.
The combination increases the sensitivity to a wider

range of model parameters (generalized as the coupling κ)
beyond the existing analyses. The cross-section limits
calculated for different choices of coupling are interpreted
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as exclusion limits computed as a function of mT and κ.
Figure 4 (Fig. 5) shows the observed and expected limits on
the total cross section for the SU(2) singlet (doublet)
representation. The limits are obtained for points on the
mT–κ grid, spaced by 100 GeV in mass, and by 0.1 in κ. All
three channels are combined for masses up to 2.1 TeV.
As a function of mT and κ, Figs. 4 and 5 show the

exclusion in a dashed line, where the region above and to
the left (toward lower masses and larger couplings) is

excluded. Figure 6 shows the excluded regions in the mT–κ
plane in more detail. The limits are computed for a finite
number of points in the mT–κ plane. As a result, the limits
are interpolated using a piecewise function [113] between
the measured points to obtain a continuous shape for the
exclusion contours on the mT–κ plane. The exclusion
contours are shown both for the combination and for the
individual channels. Also shown in Fig. 6 are the isolines
corresponding to different values of ΓT=mT. Limits are only

(a) (b)

FIG. 4. (a) Observed and (b) expected 95% CL exclusion limits on the total cross section σðpp → T → Ht=ZtÞ as a function of the
universal coupling constant κ and the T mass in the SU(2) singlet representation. All values of κ above the white contour line are
excluded at each mass point. Limits are only presented in the regime ΓT=mT < 50%, where the theory calculations are known
to be valid.

(a) (b)

FIG. 5. (a) Observed and (b) expected 95% CL exclusion limits on the total cross section σðpp → T → Ht=ZtÞ as a function of the
universal coupling constant κ and the T quark mass in the SU(2) doublet representation. All values of κ above the white contour line are
excluded at each mass point. Limits are only presented in the regime ΓT=mT < 50%, where the theory calculations are known
to be valid.
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shown for the parameter range where ΓT=mT < 50%,
where the theory calculations are known to be valid.
The combination of the three searches significantly

improves the exclusion limits from the individual channels.
In the SU(2) singlet representation, the coupling parameter
κ is constrained to be below 0.2 for the lower masses, and
the mass is excluded up to 2.1 TeV for κ values near 0.6.
The cross section of a singly-produced T quark is

constrained to be below 18 fb for masses in the range of
1.4–2.2 TeV and κ ¼ 0.3 for the SU(2) singlet representa-
tion. Similarly, for the SU(2) doublet representation the
coupling parameter κ is constrained to be below 0.4 for the
lower masses, and the mass is excluded up to 1.7 TeV for κ
values near 0.7. The cross section of a singly produced T
quark is constrained to be below 20 fb for masses in the
range of 1.4–2.1 TeV and κ ¼ 0.3 in the SU(2) doublet

(a) (b)

FIG. 7. (a) Observed and (b) expected upper limits at 95% CL on the T-quark mass as a function of the relative resonance width
(ΓT=mT) and the relative coupling parameter ξW, for the assumption ξZ ¼ ξW . The values ξW ¼ 0.5 and ξW ¼ 0.0 correspond to the
SU(2) singlet and SU(2) doublet representations, respectively. The dashed contour lines denote exclusion limits of equal mass
in units of TeV.

(a) (b)

FIG. 6. Observed (solid line) and expected (dashed line) 95% CL exclusion limits on the universal coupling constant κ as a function of
the T quark mass in the (a) SU(2) singlet and (b) SU(2) doublet representations for the combination. All values of κ above the black
contour lines are excluded at each mass point. The shaded bands correspond to 1 and 2 standard deviations around the expected limit.
Also shown are the expected limits for the individual analyses. The gray dashed lines represent configurations of ðmT; κÞ resulting in
equal values of the relative resonance width ΓT=mT. Limits are only presented in the regime ΓT=mT < 50%, where the theory
calculations are known to be valid.
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representation. In both the SU(2) singlet and doublet
representations, the observed cross section limits are
slightly higher than the expected cross-section limits for
κ ¼ 0.3 and κ ¼ 0.5 for mT > 2.2 TeV.
The exclusion limits shown can be generalized for

arbitrary values of the ξW parameter. Figure 7 shows the
observed and expected exclusions on the T quark mass
across the plane spanned by ξW and ΓT=mT. The relative
width ΓT=mT of the T quark is completely determined by
the mT and κ parameters. The results are shown under the
theoretically motivated assumption ξZ ¼ ξH.
As expected from the previous results, the combination

improves the exclusion limits from the individual channels.
The largest excluded mass is 2.1 TeV for large ΓT=mT and
ξW ¼ 0.5. This is equivalent to the SU(2) singlet repre-
sentation, with a branching ratio toWb of 50%. The lowest
excluded masses are observed for small ΓT=mT (lower
cross section) near ξW ¼ 0.0 and ξW ¼ 1.0. As ξW
approaches 0.0, the T quark only decays into Zt and Ht,
while as ξW approaches 1.0 there is no decay to either Zt or
Ht. The overview of benchmark mass limits is shown in
Table V.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

The first combination of results from the ATLAS
Collaboration of searches for the single production of
vectorlike top quarks (T) decaying into Ht or Zt in
hadronic and semileptonic final states has been presented.
Data from pp collisions at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV collected with the
ATLAS detector at the LHC during 2015–2018 were used.
The dataset corresponds to an integrated luminosity of
139fb−1. The observed data are consistent with the back-
ground prediction of the SM. Without a significant excess
above the SM expectation, upper limits at 95% CL are
provided for a range of masses and couplings of the
vectorlike top quark, based on benchmark models and
generalized representations. Additionally, the exclusion
limits as a function of mass (mT), coupling (κ), relative
width (ΓT=mT) and branching ratio are provided.
The 95% CL limits on the cross section for T production

in the SU(2) singlet representation are less than 47 fb
(57 fb) for all mT between 1.0 and 2.7 (2.3) TeV for
coupling κ ¼ 0.3 (0.5), with a limit of 13 fb for κ ¼ 0.3 and

mT ¼ 1.6 TeV. In the SU(2) doublet representation, the
95% CL limits on the cross section are less than 95 fb
(100 pb) over the same mass region and coupling values,
with a limit of 15 fb for κ ¼ 0.3 and mT ¼ 1.9 TeV. The
combined results improves the cross-section limits over the
individual analysis limits by a factor of two in some cases.
In the SU(2) singlet (doublet) representation, T production
is entirely excluded for κ > 0.57 (0.72), with the require-
ment that ΓT=mT < 50%. For ΓT=mT < 5%, SU(2) singlet
T production is excluded for mT < 1.5 TeV and κ < 0.25.
In the benchmark scenario of SU(2) singlet T production

with ΓT=mT ¼ 20%, masses less than 2.0 TeVare excluded
at the 95% CL, while in the SU(2) doublet representation
with ΓT=mT ¼ 20%masses less than 1.4 TeVare excluded.
The highest excluded mass is found for the SU(2) singlet
representation assuming ΓT=mT ¼ 50%, where masses up
to 2.1 TeV are excluded. This significantly surpasses the
reach of the individual searches. These results provide the
most restrictive limits on the single production of T quarks
to date.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank CERN for the very successful operation of the
LHC and its injectors, as well as the support staff at CERN
and at our institutions worldwide without whom ATLAS
could not be operated efficiently. The crucial computing
support from all WLCG partners is acknowledged grate-
fully, in particular from CERN, the ATLAS Tier-1 facilities
at TRIUMF/SFU (Canada), NDGF (Denmark, Norway,
Sweden), CC-IN2P3 (France), KIT/GridKA (Germany),
INFN-CNAF (Italy), NL-T1 (Netherlands), PIC (Spain),
RAL (UK) and BNL (USA), the Tier-2 facilities worldwide
and large non-WLCG resource providers. Major contrib-
utors of computing resources are listed in Ref. [114]. We
gratefully acknowledge the support of ANPCyT,
Argentina; YerPhI, Armenia; ARC, Australia; BMWFW
and FWF, Austria; ANAS, Azerbaijan; CNPq and FAPESP,
Brazil; NSERC, NRC and CFI, Canada; CERN; ANID,
Chile; CAS, MOST and NSFC, China; Minciencias,
Colombia; MEYS CR, Czech Republic; DNRF and
DNSRC, Denmark; IN2P3-CNRS and CEA-DRF/IRFU,
France; SRNSFG, Georgia; BMBF, HGF and MPG,
Germany; GSRI, Greece; RGC and Hong Kong SAR,
China; ISF and Benoziyo Center, Israel; INFN, Italy;
MEXT and JSPS, Japan; CNRST, Morocco; NWO,
Netherlands; RCN, Norway; MNiSW, Poland; FCT,
Portugal; MNE/IFA, Romania; MSTDI, Serbia; MSSR,
Slovakia; ARIS and MVZI, Slovenia; DSI/NRF, South
Africa; MICIU/AEI, Spain; SRC and Wallenberg
Foundation, Sweden; SERI, SNSF and Cantons of Bern
and Geneva, Switzerland; NSTC, Taipei; TENMAK,
Türkiye; STFC/UKRI, United Kingdom; DOE and NSF,
U.S. Individual groups and members have received support
from BCKDF, CANARIE, CRC and DRAC, Canada;
CERN-CZ, FORTE and PRIMUS, Czech Republic;

TABLE V. Summary of mass limits for SU(2) singlet and
doublet representations with varying ΓT=mT ratios. Both ob-
served (Obs.) and expected (Exp.) limits are presented.

Representation ΓT=mT [%]
Obs./Exp. mass
limit [TeV]

SU(2) singlet (ξW ¼ 0.5) 20 2.0=2.0
SU(2) singlet (ξW ¼ 0.5) 50 2.1=2.1
SU(2) doublet (ξW ¼ 0.0) 20 1.4=1.4
SU(2) doublet (ξW ¼ 0.0) 50 1.6=1.7

COMBINATION OF SEARCHES FOR SINGLY PRODUCED … PHYS. REV. D 111, 012012 (2025)

012012-11



COST, ERC, ERDF, Horizon 2020, ICSC-
NextGenerationEU and Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions,
European Union; Investissements d’Avenir Labex,
Investissements d’Avenir Idex and ANR, France; DFG
and AvH Foundation, Germany; Herakleitos, Thales and
Aristeia programmes co-financed by EU-ESF and the Greek
NSRF, Greece; BSF-NSF and MINERVA, Israel; NCN and
NAWA, Poland; La Caixa Banking Foundation, CERCA
Programme Generalitat de Catalunya and PROMETEO and
GenT Programmes Generalitat Valenciana, Spain; Göran
Gustafssons Stiftelse, Sweden; The Royal Society and
Leverhulme Trust, United Kingdom. In addition, individual
members wish to acknowledge support from Armenia:
Yerevan Physics Institute (FAPERJ); CERN: European
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN PJAS); Chile:
Agencia Nacional de Investigación y Desarrollo
(FONDECYT 1230812, FONDECYT 1230987,
FONDECYT 1240864); China: Chinese Ministry of
Science and Technology (MOST-2023YFA1605700),
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC—
12175119, NSFC 12275265, NSFC-12075060); Czech
Republic: Czech Science Foundation (GACR—24-
11373S), Ministry of Education Youth and Sports
(FORTE CZ.02.01.01/00/22_008/0004632), PRIMUS
Research Programme (PRIMUS/21/SCI/017); EU: H2020
European Research Council (ERC—101002463); European
Union: European Research Council (ERC—948254, ERC
101089007), Horizon 2020 Framework Programme
(MUCCA—CHIST-ERA-19-XAI-00), European Union,
Future Artificial Intelligence Research (FAIR-
NextGenerationEU PE00000013), Italian Center for High
Performance Computing, Big Data and Quantum
Computing (ICSC, NextGenerationEU); France: Agence
Nationale de la Recherche (ANR-20-CE31-0013, ANR-
21-CE31-0013, ANR-21-CE31-0022, ANR-22-EDIR-
0002), Investissements d’Avenir Labex (ANR-11-
LABX-0012); Germany: Baden-Württemberg Stiftung
(BW Stiftung-Postdoc Eliteprogramme), Deutsche

Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG—469666862, DFG—CR
312/5-2); Italy: Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare
(ICSC, NextGenerationEU), Ministero dell’Università e
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[18] F. del Aguila, M. Pérez-Victoria, and J. Santiago, Effective
description of quark mixing, Phys. Lett. B 492, 98 (2000).

[19] J. Berger, J. Hubisz, and M. Perelstein, A fermionic top
partner: Naturalness and the LHC, J. High Energy Phys. 07
(2012) 016.

[20] F. del Aguila, J. Santiago, and M. Pérez-Victoria, Observ-
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