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RESUMO

A regiao centro -oriental do Paraguai, assoc iada tectonicamente a proem inente feicao
estrutura l de orientacao gera l NW-SE, 0 Rift de Ass uncao, foi palco de importante actividade
magmatica alca lina no Mesoz6ico e, mais recentemente, no Terc iario.

No primeiro caso (Provincia Central), teve lugar a formacao de num ero consideravel de
COllJO S apresentando cornposicao min eral6gica e petrografica distinta e modo de ocorrencia dos mais
variados, com destaque principalme nte para a expresssiva actividade hipoabi ssal, como testemunhado
pelos enxames de diqu es. No segundo (Provincia Assunca o), deu-se a formacao de alguns centros
vulcanicos, geograficame nte confinados as vizinhancas de Assuncao, tendo como feicao mais
significativa a presenca de rochas contendo xen6litos mantelicos .

As idades radiometricas Ar/Ar obtidas para as rochas alca linas de ambas as provincias
pennitem : a) confirrnar 0 enquadrarnento desses eventos no Cretaceo Inferior (Provincia Centra l) e
Terciario (Provincia Ass uncao), como ja indicado pelos dados KJAr e Rb/Sr (este apenas para a
primeira) dispo niveis na literatura; b) melh or precisar 0 intervalo de variacao de idade desses dois
episcdios e definir os periodos de temp o reunindo maior concentracao de res ultados (126-128 Ma,
Provincia Centra l; 56-58 Ma, Provincia Assuncao) , os quais muito possiv elmente correspondem as
idades de f011na930 dessas rochas.

ABSTRACT

The central-eastern region of Paraguay tectonically associated with the Ass unci6 n Rift, a
proeminent structu ral NW -SE oriented feature , was affected by important alkaline magmatic act ivity
during the Mesozoic and more recently in the Tertiary .

In the first case (Centra l Province), a large number of bodies showing wide mineralogical and
petrographica l compos ition and var iable way of occurrence has been formed ; attention is mainly called
to the impressive ro le played by the hypoabissal activity as evidenced by dyke swarms . In the second
(Assunci6n Provi nce) , some volcanic centers in the neighbourhood of Assunc i6n were formed havin g
a most significant feature the presence ofrocks bearin g mantle xenoliths.

ArIAI' radiometric ages for the alka line rocks of both provinces allow us: a) to confirm their
inclusion in the Early Cre taceous (Central Province) and in the Tertiary (Assunci6n Province), as
previously indicated by KJAr and RbISI' (only for the first provin ce) data available in literature; b) to
better precise the variation interval in age of both episodes and to define the periods of time clustering
the highest concentration of results (126-128 Ma, Central Provinc e; 56-58 Ma, Assuncion Prov ince),
which probably correspond to the age formation of these rocks.
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