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RESUMO

A regido centro-oriental do Paraguai, associada tectonicamente i proeminente feicdo
estrutural de orientagdo geral NW-SE, o Rift de Assungfio, foi palco de importante actividade
magmatica alcalina no Mesozdico e, mais recentemente, no Terciario.

No primeiro caso (Provincia Central), teve lugar a formagio de nimero considerdvel de
corpos apresentando composi¢do mineralégica e petrografica distinta e modo de ocorréncia dos mais
variados, com destaque principalmente para a expresssiva actividade hipoabissal, como testemunhado
pelos enxames de diques. No segundo (Provincia Assung@o), deu-se a formagio de alguns centros
vulc@nicos, geograficamente confinados as vizinhangas de Assungdio, tendo como feicdo mais
significativa a presenga de rochas contendo xen6litos mantélicos.

As 1dades radiométricas Ar/Ar obtidas para as rochas alcalinas de ambas as provincias
permitem: a) confirmar o enquadramento desses eventos no Cretaceo Inferior (Provincia Central) e
Terciario (Provincia Assungdo), como ja indicado pelos dados K/Ar e Rb/Sr (este apenas para a
primeira) disponiveis na literatura; b) melhor precisar o intervalo de variagio de idade desses dois
episddios e definir os periodos de tempo reunindo maior concentragdo de resultados (126-128 Ma,
Provincia Central; 56-58 Ma, Provincia Assung¢@o), os quais muito possivelmente correspondem as
1dades de formagdo dessas rochas.

ABSTRACT

The central-eastern region of Paraguay tectonically associated with the Assuncién Rift, a
proeminent structural NW-SE oriented feature, was affected by important alkaline magmatic activity
during the Mesozoic and more recently in the Tertiary.

In the first case (Central Province), a large number of bodies showing wide mineralogical and
petrographical composition and variable way of occurrence has been formed; attention is mainly called
to the impressive role played by the hypoabissal activity as evidenced by dyke swarms. In the second
(Assuncion Province), some volcanic centers in the neighbourhood of Assuncion were formed having
a most significant feature the presence of rocks bearing mantle xenoliths.

Ar/Ar radiometric ages for the alkaline rocks of both provinces allow us: a) to confirm their
inclusion in the Early Cretaceous (Central Province) and in the Tertiary (Assuncién Province), as
previously indicated by K/Ar and Rb/Sr (only for the first province) data available in literature; b) to
better precise the variation interval in age of both episodes and to define the periods of time clustering
the highest concentration of results (126-128 Ma, Central Province; 56-58 Ma, Assuncién Province),
which probably correspond to the age formation of these rocks.

34



