
('Oi\ I UN IC/\ C IO NI :S N" 52 (20()( ) :2 ~

PRECAMBRIAN TERRANES OF AF RICAN
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It is he re pos tu la ted th a t the Maj o r G ercino-Sie rr a Ba l le ua li neament
rep re sen ts the main suture th at separa tes th e tect oni c doma in s o f Afr ican an d
So uth- A merica n a ffi n itie s . These domains are represented by tw o maj or un its :
the G ra ni te Be lt - o utcro pp ing a long the who le ea stern portion o f the Braz ilian
so uthe rn reg io n, an d the Pun ta de l Este Terra ne (PET ) in so uiheas tc rn most
Urug uay.

Th e Granite Be lt represe nts a Neoproteroz o ic mature magmatic arc generated
fro m ea stw ard subduction, ev o lv ing in a di stinc t geographic position and in a
dissociated manner from the terran es located to the west. The probab le bac k-a rc
bas in fo r th is arc wo uld be s itua ted o n th e A fr ica n s ide (part o f the Coasta l
Dama ru/ Ka o ko/Ga ric p bel ts) .

A n ana ly sis of the ava ilab le mod el Nd ages shows that the re is a co ns ide rable
decrease in age s eastwards , wit h A fr ican rocks pr esenting th e yo unges t ages.
Ther e is a concen tra tion o f va lues aro und 2.5 Ga for th e fore la nd gnei sses and
1.9 Ga for the OfB Sc hist Be lt, whereas fo r the G ran ite Belt , Dam ara (sediments
and gra nites) and Nama G ro up the average age lies close to 1.6 Ga .

Th e Granite Be lt and Punta del Este Terrane were linked to the A fr ica n
suprac rusta l be lts , be ing ac creted to the So uth American side only d uring the
fo rm a tion o f G o ndwa na . Its sepa ra tio n from A fr ica oc c urre d o nly in the
C re taceo us d ue to ope ni ng of the A tla nt ic Oc ea n .
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