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"Obru tion hor izon s. crca ted ina brup[ dcp osition a I eve nts, a rc

bel ievcd to provide IossiI assemblages tha t a rc exce ptiona lly wel l resolved

tempo ra lly (ho urs a nd days) a nd thu s offer brief "a na psho is" o r ancient sc­

a floo r co nd it ions a nd co mmunities. However obrution hori zo ns from the

Paleozoic epe iric de posits o r Puruna Basin . Brazil. ofte n mi x inverteb ra te

po pulat ions k illed in a n o bruiion mass mort alit y eve nt toge ther with rcsi­

d ucs o r o lder shells tha[ were [ime-aver aged a nd a lf cct cd by [a phouom ic

proccsscx (i nclud ing taphonom ic teed back )".

Co mo cxc mplos no Pal eozo ico do Brasil. S:IO c ita das u ma scq iic n­

cia ma r in ha d a l-ormaca o Pout a G ross» . do Devonian o do ES lado do P,I­

ran ~l . ondc cnco utrum-sc misiurad as co nchas do braqui op od c 111/,1' / I'I/ /O,lp i ­

rifcr. co m vulvas dcsurt icul ad as do bival ve Nucu lnn« sp. c um a ocorre nc ia

na Fo rmacao Co ru mbatui, do Pcrmi an o do r~ sl ,ld o de S;'IO Paul o. ou dc as

conc has de Naiadopsis lani cllosus sao Irag mc ntudas. dcsarti cul adu s c co bcr­

tus p O I' tina e macicu cumuda arg ilosa .

" Both examples show tha t taph onomicully altered and substuntinlly [i­

me-averaged skeleta l remain s. dominated by inla unnl bivalves. were co lonized by

cpifaun al or scmi-inlaun aI suspension-feed ings bruch iopods or hivalvcs ( /11/.1'/1'1/­

lospirife: sp. and Naiudopsis lantellosus rcspcctivclly) a nd thin preserved together

in obrution horizons abruptly bur ied by fi ne-gra ined massive sed iments".
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" Epifauna l a nd scmi-in launa l benthi c inverteb rat es pr eserved In

lif e position a re rar c in Paleozoic sed ime nts or Pa ran a Basin . T he recent di s-
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