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Aims & Objectives:  

The purpose of cleft palate surgery is to gain normal speech and maxillary growth. Speech and language
disorders has been an important aspect of the many sequels that cleft palate can leave. The aim of this study
was to describe the outcomes of speech in children who were operated on for UCLP by a single surgeon using
two different treatment protocols.

Material & Methods:  

Clinical trial was done on a rondomized and nonsyndromic sample of 64 patients allocated two different treatment
protocols. Protocol 1 (GI) consisted of 2 stage palate closure (soft palate between 6 and 15 months of age and
hard palate between 36 and 48 months). Protocol 2(GII) consisted of hard and soft palate closure in one stage
(Von Langenbech/Kriens/Braitwait with Sommerlad modifications) at 9 to 15 months of age. Primary lip and nose
repair was done between 3 and 7 months. The results of final blind evaluation will be obtained by three
independent judges. Speech samples were collected and recorded in a standardized manner and speech
material consisted of phrases in single words, connected speech and syllable chains with nasal consonants. For
the auditory-perceptual assessment we considered: resonance , hypernasality and compensatory articulation
disorders(CAD)

Result s:  

Preliminary reports of outcomes of 42 patients ( GI=23 and GII=19) were assessed by a speech and language
therapist of our center. Resonance adequated was present in 20(86,96%)(GI) and 16(84,21%)(GII), hypernasality
in 03(13,04%)(GI) and 03(15,79%)(GII) and CAD absent in 17(73,91%)(GI) and 17(89,47%)(GII).

Discussion & Summary:  

Preliminary reports of speech outcomes didn’t show statistical difference for both groups.
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Aims & Objectives:  

A previous study (in preparation) showed a high correlation between assessment of babbling in infants with CP
using real time listening (RTL) where coders imitate parents’ way of listening to their infants’ babbling, and
phonetic transcription. The present study examined inter- and intra-rater reliability (IRR) across 30 trained SLTs
who assessed babbling from five video recordings using RTL.
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