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Abstract

Since 2021, the Open Data Portal has provided access to the Pierre Auger Observatory’s data for both
the scientific community and the general public. The data release process has been in place since the
Observatory’s foundation. It continues to be strengthened as outlined in the approved policy and the
Observatory’s Data Management Plan. More than 80 000 cosmic-ray events above  eV, detected
with the surface and fluorescence detectors, have been released at various levels, from calibrated traces
to high-level reconstruction parameters. Additionally, atmospheric data and low-energy particle counting
rates have been made available for space weather studies.
The Collaboration is committed to releasing FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable)
data, along with accompanying software and detailed documentation, enabling users
to perform their own queries and analyses for both research and educational purposes. These datasets
have already served as a basis for several scientific papers and have been widely used in
various outreach activities.
After 20 years of stable data acquisition, the Pierre Auger Collaboration will disclose 30% of the cosmic
ray events above 2.5 ·  eV collected with the main surface detector array between
2004 and 2022, corresponding to an exposure of about 24 000 km  sr yr, together with events detected
with the fluorescence detector and used for energy calibration. This release will provide an
unprecedented public dataset for ultra-high-energy cosmic rays, enabling in-depth studies of their
properties.
Together with the published catalog of the 100 most energetic events recorded, this initiative represents
the Pierre Auger Collaboration’s strong commitment to distributed and collective knowledge,
sharing progress with the entire scientific community.
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Since 2021, the Open Data Portal has provided access to the Pierre Auger Observatory’s data for
both the scientific community and the general public. The data release process has been in place
since the Observatory’s foundation. It continues to be strengthened as outlined in the approved
policy and the Observatory’s Data Management Plan. More than 80 000 cosmic-ray events above
1017 eV, detected with the surface and fluorescence detectors, have been released at various levels,
from calibrated traces to high-level reconstruction parameters. Additionally, atmospheric data and
low-energy particle counting rates have been made available for space weather studies.
The Collaboration is committed to releasing FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and
Reusable) data, along with accompanying software and detailed documentation, enabling users
to perform their own queries and analyses for both research and educational purposes. These
datasets have already served as a basis for several scientific papers and have been widely used in
various outreach activities.
After 20 years of stable data acquisition, the Pierre Auger Collaboration will disclose 30% of
the cosmic ray events above 2.5 · 1018 eV collected with the main surface detector array between
2004 and 2022, corresponding to an exposure of about 24 000 km2 sr yr, together with events
detected with the fluorescence detector and used for energy calibration. This release will provide
an unprecedented public dataset for ultra-high-energy cosmic rays, enabling in-depth studies of
their properties.
Together with the published catalog of the 100 most energetic events recorded, this initiative repre-
sents the Pierre Auger Collaboration’s strong commitment to distributed and collective knowledge,
sharing progress with the entire scientific community.
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Figure 1: Immersive view of the highest energy hybrid event in the Auger Open Data UHECR catalog,
PAO100815, with an energy of 82 EeV and zenith of 54 degrees. It triggered 22 surface detector stations and
fluorescence telescopes in all 4 fluorescence detector sites.

1. Introduction

After more than 20 years of data taking, the Pierre Auger Observatory [1], the largest facility
for the measurement of ultra-high energy cosmic rays (UHECR), has detected more than 20 000
cosmic-ray events per year with an energy above 2.5 EeV (1 EeV = 1018 eV) providing, with
unprecedented statistics and precision, major breakthroughs in the field.

The rich data collected by the Collaboration covers different and complementary research
fields from astroparticle to fundamental physics. The different devices involved in this research
originate a large variety of data, which includes atmospheric data and low-energy events suitable to
space-weather studies.

The Pierre Auger Collaboration upholds the principle that data should be accessible and
reused by the widest possible community. This is inspired by the FAIR (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, and Reusable) principles [2]. Open access to data requires a complex and continuing
effort based on offering support and facilitation. This approach includes providing a detailed
explanation of the detection techniques and of the events reconstruction and selection methods.
Data in the experimental proprietary format are translated in portable and flexible files as JSON
(JavaScript Object Notation) and CSV (comma-separated values). Finally tutorial and analysis
codes are provided as Jupyter Notebooks in Python for easy manipulation. The implementation
of the data release procedure required the approval, by the Collaboration Board, of the Data open-
access policy of the Pierre Auger Observatory, and the creation of a dedicated task, under the
responsibility of the Project Management, coordinating the continuous effort for releasing data in
synergy with the involved physics tasks.

2



P
o
S
(
I
C
R
C
2
0
2
5
)
1
2
5
1

Expanding the Pierre Auger Observatory Open Data program Viviana Scherini

2. The Auger Open Data Portal

Following the approved policy, the Open Data Portal [3] was set up in February 2021, towards
the end of the first phase of operation of the Observatory. Since then, updates were implemented
by the Open Data task in synergy with the detector performance and physics analysis groups, and
the diversity and quantity of data were enlarged.

The portal contains 10% of the cosmic-ray data used for the analyses presented in 2019 at the
36th International Cosmic Ray Conference in Madison, Wisconsin, US, and in recent publications,
comprising events from both the surface and the fluorescence detectors. An immersive view of the
most energetic hybrid event, recorded by the surface and fluorescence detectors simultaneously, is
provided in Fig. 1. By means of the provided visualisation and analysis tools, the user can select
and browse data, and understand details behind the published physics results and reproduce them.
The motivations and challenges of the Auger Open Data along with the implementation of the
portal and the evolution of its content have been described in detail in [4] and presented at previous
conferences [5].

InMarch 2024, data from the low energy extension of the surface detector and the high elevation
fluorescence telescopes were added. At present a total of more than 80 000 showers ranging from
an energy of 0.1 EeV up to the highest detected events, and with an angular range representative
of the full exposure of the Pierre Auger Observatory, are available for inspection and download.
Moreover a browser for the 100 highest-energy events [6] recorded by the surface detector, along
with the nine highest-energy hybrid events used for their calibration, has been also implemented.

All datasets have been produced with the most up-to-date reconstruction software at the time of
their release under the (CC BY-SA 4.0) International License, and are identified by a Digital Object
Identifier (DOI) [7]. The user is requested to cite this general link, always pointing to the current
version, or the link to the specific version of the used data in any applications or publications.

2.1 The low energy sample

Between 2008 and 2011, the low energy extension of the Pierre Auger Observatory surface
detector, dedicated to the measure of cosmic rays near the feature known as the "second knee", was
installed by nesting additional water Cherenkov detectors (WCDs) within the surface detector at
a mutual distance of 750 meters, forming a denser array, SD750. Moreover, three high elevation
air-fluorescence telescopes, HEAT, overlooking the dense array were added.

The low energy cosmic ray data sample contains 10% of the data collected by the SD750 with
a reconstructed angle below 40 degrees and energy threshold of 0.1 EeV. Around 54 500 selected
events belonging to the dataset published in [8] are available for visualization, manipulation and
download. An exemplary event recorded by the SD750 array and simultaneously seen by the HEAT
fluorescence telescopes is displayed in Fig. 2. The shower footprint at the ground, along with
recorded WCD traces, and reconstruction plots of the surface and fluorescence detectors are shown.

2.2 The catalog of the highest energy events

The catalog of the 100 highest-energy cosmic-ray events detected during the first phase of the
Observatory’s operation, between 2004 and 2022, has been published in [6]. The events have a
reconstructed energy between 76 EeV and 166 EeV and have been used to study the arrival directions
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Figure 2: Left panels: shower footprint at the ground and camera view of the fluorescence detector for
an event of the low energy sample. Right panels: reconstruction of the event by the surface (top) and
fluorescence (bottom) detectors.

of cosmic rays with energy above 32 EeV [9]. Full details of the top 100 events are available for
inspection and download, along with other nine highest-energy hybrid events used for the energy
calibration, in the UHECR catalog section of the Portal at https://opendata.auger.org/catalog/. They
are identified with an event name, PAOyymmdd, indicating the year, month, and day of their
detection.

Reconstruction parameters, such as Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), energy, zenith and
azimuth angles, declination and right ascension, and multiplicity of triggered stations, are available
in the event summary table. Additional features, such as the footprint at the ground and its projection
on the shower plane, the lateral distribution of the shower particles, and the time delays of the signals
with respect to a plane shower front, can be displayed. For hybrid events, the quantities measured
with the fluorescence detector, such as energy and depth of shower maximum are also available.
The event files in JSON format also contain the calibrated traces for each photomultiplier tube in
the triggered stations.

Vertical events: the reconstruction of vertical events (with zenith angle below 60 degrees) is
described in [10]. Some properties of the most energetic air shower registered with the surface
array, PAO191110, are shown in Fig. 3. The primary energy is (166 ± 13) EeV with the shower
impacting the surface array at a zenith angle of 58 degrees. The event footprint on the ground spans
an area of approximately (13 × 6) km2, with 34 WCDs triggered.

Inclined events: the analysis of inclined events (events with zenith angles larger than 60
degrees) is important for extending the sky coverage of the Observatory. The addition of this
sample enhances the exposure of the Observatory by 30%. The reconstruction of events above 60
degrees has been described in [11]. Details of the highest energy inclined event, PAO150926, are
shown in Fig. 4. It has a zenith angle of 77 degrees and energy of (113 ± 14) EeV. The shower
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Figure 3: The highest energy vertical event, PAO191110: footprint on the ground with event details (left),
lateral distribution of the recorded signal as a function of distance to the shower core (top right panel), traces
recorded in WCD stations at different distances (bottom right panel).

Figure 4: The highest energy inclined event, PAO150926: footprint on the ground with event details (left),
lateral distribution of the recorded signal as a function of distance to the shower core (top right panel), traces
recorded in WCD stations at different distances (bottom right panel).

footprint is about (35 × 6) km2 and triggered 75 WCDs in an elongated pattern on the ground.
Hybrid events: the details of the 10 most energetic hybrid events used for the energy calibration

of the full data sample have also been published on the catalog page. The most energetic one is
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Figure 5: The highest-energy multi-eye hybrid event in the UHECR catalog [6], PAO100815: event footprint
projected onto the shower plane (left panel); lateral distribution of the signals as a function of the distance
from the shower axis and exemplary WCD traces (top right panel); reconstructed energy deposited in the
atmosphere as recorded by the fluorescence detectors (bottom right panel).

PAO100815, arriving at a zenith angle of 53.8 degrees and with a SD energy estimate of (82 ± 7)
EeV, consistent with the estimate from the FD of (85 ± 4) EeV. The event had a footprint on the
ground of about (7.5 × 6) km2 and triggered 22 stations. The 3D view of the highest-energy hybrid
event in the UHECR catalog is shown in Fig. 1. More details of the reconstruction of the surface
and fluorescence detectors are shown in Fig. 5.

The UHECR catalog once more demonstrates the quality of the data that lie behind measure-
ments that have been reported by the Pierre Auger Collaboration in recent publications. The full
release of the 100 highest-energy events is in line with the Collaboration’s commitment to sharing its
data and results with the scientific community and to promote the exchange of knowledge between
experiments.

3. Expanding the Open Data program: increase of the public CR dataset fraction

In June 2023, the Pierre Auger Collaboration Board approved the increase of the fraction of
released cosmic-ray data to 30% of the events, collected with the main surface detector array in the
period Jan 2004 to Dec 2022. The new release is planned for late 2025. Data is selected by the
same criteria applied for the vertical spectrum analysis and will include 30% of hybrid events used
for the energy calibration [12, 13].

This amounts to an unprecedented exposure of more than 24 000 km2 sr yr, that will be available
for the scientific community. Data will be shared in the same format as the previous releases.

An example output produced by the Python notebooks available on the Portal, applied to the
preliminarily selected data sample of the upcoming 30% release of selected events with energy

6
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Figure 6: Exemplary output of the Python notebooks provided on the Portal applied to the preliminary 30%
sample of selected events with energy above 2.5 EeV and zenith below 60 degrees. Left panel: count map
per pixel in equatorial coordinates, mean bin distance ∼ 1°. Right panel, raw energy spectrum scaled by E3.

above 2.5 EeV and zenith below 60 degrees is shown in Fig. 6. In the left panel the count map of
the events per pixel in equatorial coordinates is calculated via the Healpix library with nside = 64,
resulting in ∼ 49 000 pixels with mean bin distance of ∼ 1° and area of 2.6 ·10−4 sr. In the right
panel, the raw energy spectrum for the selected events, scaled by 3, is displayed. The features of
the energy spectrum, ankle, suppression and instep [14], are clearly visible.

4. Conclusions: open data impact and perspectives

Open data provides a foundation for sharing knowledge within the scientific community,
facilitating joint analyses between different experiments and multi-messenger campaigns that bring
together the astroparticle and astronomy communities.

A few scientific papers using the Auger Open Data have already appeared in journals or on
arXiv. Furthermore, open data provide material for developing various activities dedicated to
the general public, as well as for high school and university students, which focus on learning
physics through hands-on programming and data analysis. The data have also been exploited in
outreach events such as the International Cosmic Day, organized by DESY, the IPPOG International
Masterclasses program involving more than ten thousand 15- to 19-year-old students from 60
countries. For a comprehensive review of the outreach activities at the Pierre Auger Observatory,
please refer to [15].

The use of the released open data is tracked directly via the Zenodo link (https://zenodo.org)
and with Matomo tools (https://matomo.org). Since 2021, the portal has received more than 70 000
visits worldwide, with over 8 000 lasting longer than one minute. Meanwhile, downloads of data
samples number more than 4 300.

After the endorsement by the Collaboration Board, the next release will disclose 30% of Phase
I data collected with the surface detector and selected for the vertical spectrum analysis, along
with the hybrid events used for the energy calibration. This amounts to an exposure of more than
24 000 km2 sr yr. The Collaboration members are convinced that this will enormously boost the
use of the Observatory data by the scientific community. In particular, this data will provide an
invaluable source for deeper and wider scientific efforts, thanks to the participation of the Pierre
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Auger Observatory in world-wide alert systems, Virtual Observatories and coordinated research
centres as the consortium ACME [16] recently funded by the European community.

The Pierre Auger Observatory has recently been upgraded with additional detectors, such
as surface detector scintillators, underground muon detectors, radio antennas, and with faster
electronics added to each surface detector station [17]. Future data from the upgraded Observatory,
Phase II data, can be easily integrated into the implemented open data framework towards their
gradual release.
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