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'1'111 ' Brasiliano collagt' con tains a history or assembly or several descendants of the break-up
or Rodini.i , Irom c.ul v Cryogt'n ian to Ca mbrian time s. T he contine ntal rragnll' nts conce r ned

,Ire 01' various dimensions -- small. interm ediate and large. the latin representing lhe main
sllh:wquel1 t crato nic do mains. Oceans, ocean ic b ran ch es, g,-tllls, au lacog(~IlS and even rif
systems separated the Iragmc nu-d blocks bcforr: and during their assembly Fou r main structural
provinces an' recognized in the Brasiliano collage: Tocamins (ccutral and centra l northern
part or the continent), Borborr -ma (northeast), Mantiqucira (southeast and south) and Pampea n
(southwest, in Argentina).
Break-up events an d dispersal occurred at various time s throughou t the Neoproterozoic, hut
wiil: a signilic.uu co nce ntration in the earl y C ryngenian ([\5()-/·10 Ma). Initial pla te interaction
even ts, includin g accretion (island arc , magmatic arcs) and collision (high-grade regional
me tamorphism) also occurred in the early Cryogcni an (BOO- 750Ma), in part coeval with
taphrogcn ic processcs occurring elsewhe re.
T Ill' most important phast' or orogen y took place in laIc C rvogc ni.ur-r-a rly Ediucara n tim es
(lilj() ():2 U/lil () j\l a). ;\ ccretionary and subsequent metamorp hic eve nts ( ~' G3 (l -GOO~ -l 1l ) lI J'('

reco rded in n lOSI or the strurt ural provinces.
;\ third pllaS(' or orogeny occurred in :vlid-Ediacaran times ( -~ 59(l-:JGOi\:l a), with rlcn r records

ill most provin ces. St ructures formed dlll'in~ this episode resulted ill both zones of interaction
with the previou s orogenic domains and the final closure or remna nt oceans and other ma rine
basins that previou sly separ;Il('d the Rndinian rragnwnts, Thus, the genc ral out lines of \Vest
Go nd wana were drawn by the end or this orogenic event (i n Mid -Ediacaran times).
;\ last, minor oroge nic phase occurred in Cambrian times, exclusive ly in t.he eas ter n centra l pa rt
or the Maruiquc ira province (the Buzios orogc ny, Rio deJanciro) and in Ihe Pamp ean province
or Argcnt ina, Th is last orogenic event tnigh t have extended to the southwcstcrumost parlor
I Ill' Toca ntins province in Brazil (along the Paraguay belt), but this needs furth er investigation.
These localized pha ses or oro geny ("Biizios" and "Pam pean" j wen' in some ways exceptiona l al
that time: they were coeval with the Ihe n predominant late and pos t-tecto nic processes (Ion-land
tectonics, mola sses, anorogcni« volcanism and plutonism , extrusion, elc. ,) or Ihe two previous
(lrog('nic phases.
T he struct ural tre nds develope-d by the mosaic-like branch ing systems or Brasilinno oro gen s
were vcry imp ortant during the evolution or Phanerozoic sed ime nta ry basins, with rema rkable
l'l'cords or tecton ic lH'ritage in ;111or the m .
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