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The name Ribeiro Belt was originally used to refer to a broad belt of deformed crust that strikes subparallel to thc
southeastern Brazilian coastline. It was originally believed to be Neoproterozoic (Brasiliano - Panafricun), but
present investigations indicate that this age is mainly related to the extensive arc-related plutonism and
tcctonorncuunorphi sm that affected its most representative formati ons, whereas the time of deposition or part or the
supracrustal sequence would be significa ntly older. New interpretations suggest that the whole region is actually an
assemblage or distinct tectonic terranes, probab ly accreted during thc Neoproterozoic as a compou nd terrane, with
the late stages associate d with a regional dextral transcurrent shear zone system and the oblique collision between
the Sao Francisco, Congo and Parana cratons. This collage is a complex jigsaw or Mcsoprotcrozoic, Neoprotero zoic
and latc Neoproterozo ic terranes.

Among several questions about the evolution or the Ribeira Belt, we deal here with correlations betwee n the
supracrustal sequences or its southern and central sectors, and the idcnti fication and delimitation or possible tectonic
terranes. including the classic controversy or correlation between Acungui and Sao Roque groups.

Newer U- Pb SHR IMP, Srn- Nd and Rb- Sr analysis, as well major, minor and trace clement chemical analysis or
these terranes arc shown and compared with former data.

A series or laterally disposed NE-trending longitudinal belts is described, from northwest to southeast:
- a probab le remnant or an island arc association, constituted by mctado lomitcs with stromatolites, associated

with arkosic mctasandstoncs, phyllites and mctabasitcs (part of Itaiacoca and Sao Roque groups), probab ly or
Neoproterozoic (Cryogenian) age

- a domain or a more distal but still neritic carbonatic shell'deposits (Lajcudo Subgroup, Agua Clara Formation,
Sao Roque Group in the Votorantin region and the carbona tic portion or the Votuverava Group); this is or
uncertain age, from Neoproterozoic (Cryogcniun) to Mesoproterozoic (Ectasian);

- turbidite andFl'.I'c1t-like slump deposits, of late Neoproterozoic (Ediacuran) age (Iporanga Formation , part o r
the Votuvcrava Group and Ribeira Subgroup)

- deeper water assemblages associated with metabasic rocks of Mcsoproterozoic age (part of the Ribcira
Subgroup, Penn i Formation, Serra de ltabcraba Group); both iYlORI3-iype and immature island arc basalts
mctabusitcs occur

- a sequence or pclitic-psammitic schists of medium metamorphic grade and probably early Neoproterozoic
(Tonian) age (Embu Complex). .

- a Southern Domain of shallow-shell' forma tions plus basement (Capiru Formation, Setuva Group, Turvo­
Cajati Complex) with strong Brasiliano (Neoproterozoic) overprint; they crop out south or the l.ancinha
Lineament and arc in contact with the Gneiss-Migmatitic Complex along low-angle shear zones;

- all o ld cratonic Irugmcnt (Pulucopro tcrozo ic to Archaean) represented by the Luis Alves terrane, which is
separated from the later terranes by the Fuxinal-M orretcs shear zone.


